
 
 
 
 

Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, November 9, 2017 

2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
 

Attendance: Caroline LeMay, Heather Aiazzi, Michelle Petree, Kim Gentile, Michael 
Jacobson, Carley Seymour, Rebecca Keenan, Brenda Graham, Tammy White, Sarah 
Gullickson, McKenzie Johnson, Janis Moore, Anna Howell, Laura Elder, Tamara 
Hammonds, Sonya Lopes, Vicki Niedermeier 
 
Announcements: 
2018 Annual SCCEC Conference – February 2 – 3 
The CEC conference will be held at the Myrtle Beach Marriott Resort and Spa at Grande 
Dunes.  DCDT will be sponsoring the preconference on Thursday, February 1 which will 
likely provide information on the employability credential.  If you would like more 
information or if you are interested in attending, please complete the attached 
registration form or visit http://community.cec.sped.org/sc/conference for the 
registration and for additional information. 
 
Equip Monthly Hangout – November 21 
Equip meets the third Thursday of every month from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m. at Nation Ford 
High School.  Equip is an opportunity for young adults with disabilities ages 13 – 28 to 
get together to meet with other individuals, share their life experiences, do interactive 
activities, and build skills to become independent.  Topics such as self-advocacy, 
disability rights, planning and goal setting are discussed at the meetings.  Please see the 
attached handout and encourage those who might benefit from these experiences to 
attend these sessions. 
 
Breakfast with Santa - December 9 (9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.)  
The event will take place on December 9 at the First ARP Church in Rock Hill.  Please 
see the attached information. 
 
Free to Be Me:  Transition Planning for Youth – November 18 (9:30 a.m. – 
4:30 p.m.) 
Free to Be Me is a transition-focused workshop for young adults with disabilities and 
their parents/guardian.  The event will be held at Gaffney Senior High School.  Please 
see the attached flyer for additional information. 
 
 

Transition Advisory Council of York, Chester and 
Lancaster Counties 

 
The Transition Advisory Council (TAC) is a team of county and state agency providers, businesses, parents, 

students and school district representatives who support the transition of students with disabilities from secondary 
schools to integrated employment, post-secondary education or training, and independent living in the community 

through cooperative and collaborative efforts. 

 



Passport to Success – November 17 (9:15 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) 
The Greenville County Transition Cooperative, Greenville County Schools, and other 
community organizations are working together to host an event that will provide 
students information about how to be successful in post-secondary education and 
training.  Please see the attached information. 
 
SC Employment Training Opportunities: 
Transition Boot Camp – November 20 
This introductory training will provide local interagency team members with an 
overview of best practices and outcomes related to transition pilot projects around the 
country.  In addition, participants will review and develop an individualized transition 
framework of services and define roles and establish implementation goals.  Please see 
the attached information.   
Discovery and Assessment Process – January 9 
Direct service providers will learn strategies for discovery and assessment, including 
functional assessment in community employment settings and customized employment 
strategies.  Please see the attached information. 
 
SC Employability Credential: 
Feedback 
Feedback has been sent about concerns of the Employability Credential name since the 
name seems to imply that one not receiving the credential is not employable; however, it 
is not known at this time if any consideration for changing the title has been considered. 
Please see the attached information concerning the Employability Credential. 
Updated Information 
The SC Employability Credential was discussed at the Fall Special Education Leadership 
Conference.  Districts should have what they need by January 2 to begin preparing for 
the upcoming school year since the credential will start with the Freshman class of 2018. 
For example, the information will provide policies, IEP guidance, sample procedures, a 
three-year cycle of monitoring, etc.  School counselors received training on November 9. 
Please see the attached PowerPoint and handouts for additional information. 
Workshop – January 22 
During the workshop, district teams will: 

• Learn about the required components and guidelines of The Credential 
• Learn how to plan for implementation 
• Learn about resources available to support our schools, families and students 
• Become familiar with example forms, documents and resources and how to use 

them locally 
• Develop an individualized local implementation plan 
• Identify and connect with state and national resources that will assist with 

implementation 
Please see the attached flyer for additional information 
 
Mapping Your Future Transition Conference – February 17 
This annual conference is for young adults with disabilities in transition and their 
parents.  The event is free.  Please see the attached flyer for additional information. 
  
 



Speaker: Tamara Hammonds – DDSN/Autism Division 
The Autism Division of DDSN handles issues regarding individuals with Autism 
Spectrum Disorder and the people who assist them on a regular basis.  The three main 
service areas of the Autism Division are evaluation, consultation, and training.  Tamara 
shared the services and supports provided by the organization.  There is a single point of 
entry for all needing services by calling 1-800-289-7012 or by applying online. Families 
may go through multiple eligibility categories to determine their area of service.  
Families going through the eligibility process can present current data.  Tamara pointed 
out that if families come with a prior diagnosis of autism and if evaluation tools such as 
the ADOS or the CARS has been administered, the child may not need to be put on a 
waiting list for an evaluation.  Determination of what the evaluation must consist of 
depends on a review of previous evaluation information for the child.  Some individuals 
continue to seek services with a diagnosis of Asperger’s.  Those individuals will be 
eligible for services only if they meet the DSM5 criteria for Autism Spectrum Disorder.  
Although the Autism Division does not provide supported employment, they do provide 
consultation.  For example, if an individual is having difficulty on the job, DDSN can 
work with the individual/family to get a supportive team in place or to create supportive 
visuals, strategies, schedules etc. to help them become more successful.  Tamara also 
shared the following resources: 

• What’s up with Nick? (a booklet created to help teachers talk about students with 
Autism in the classroom) - the booklet may be accessed at 
https://researchautism.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/Whats-Up-with-Nick-
Story-Booklet.pdf  

• SC DDSN Autism Division brochure – please see attached 
• SC Autism Division Training Calendar – (the calendar is published each year to 

provide effective training to families, professionals, and others involved with 
individuals with autism spectrum disorder) the calendar may be accessed at 
http://www.ddsn.sc.gov/consumers/divisions/Documents/Autism%20Division
%20Training%20Calendar%202017-2018.pdf  

• The Center for Disability Resources Library (This handout could be shared with 
families who are interested in learning more about a particular disability, who 
may need help locating reliable disability-related web sites, who are looking for 
educational videos, or who are interested in transition information) – please see 
attached 

 
 
Spotlight: Sarah Gullickson & Janis Moore – Bright Start, LLC 
Bright Start is a private provider for case management services to children and adults 
with disabilities in York, Chester, and Lancaster Counties, Richland, Lexington and 
other upstate counties.  Bright Start began in 1999 with early intervention and added 
case management in 2001 and later expanded into adult services. Bright Start now 
serves all ages and disabilities except spinal cord injuries.  Those not eligible for services 
through DDSN may be eligible for services through Bright Start.  Individuals in school 
who are seeking employment services will work with Vocational Rehabilitation; 
however, if the individual is no longer in school, he/she may seek employment services 
through Bright Start.  Bright Start’s Rock Hill office is located at 454 S. Anderson Road, 
Suite 2, Rock Hill, SC  29732.  Please see the attached information. 
 



Business: 
 
Meeting Format 
Since TAC has discussed working on several projects (Safety, Job Olympics, Website) 
this year, it was suggested that time be designated in the meetings for groups to work on 
these projects instead of having speakers each month.  This would change the format of 
our meetings somewhat; however, the new format could continue to allow time for 
announcements and business, but could also provide common time to work on projects 
(work sessions) that are difficult to accomplish outside the meeting time.  It would also 
allow time for the work groups to report on their progress. The group also wanted to 
focus on common goals for collaboration between education and agencies members 
attending the meetings. For example, if we decided to focus our energy on the website 
for this year, a work session might consist of one group working on the technology needs 
of the web page/creating the videos, another group might work on common question for 
the videos and another group might plan how to agencies (event) together for creating 
the videos (who to contact).  The idea was discussed and it was decided that we would 
try the format at our December meeting possibly alternating meetings with speakers 
with work session meetings in the following months.   

 
 

If you are interested in listening to the meeting in its entirety, please click 
the link below 

 
 

https://zoom.us/recording/play/EkvAEeA3MAe_KnGX-
3L9_MkV9P1q7HwyDG8dHScyqcASyL05NOxjJY5Pxa4_wJD7  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Meeting 
December 14, 2017 

Vocational Rehabilitation 
1020 Heckle Boulevard, Rock Hill, SC 29732 


